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the river. The square is also doubled in
a way by a reflective underside on the
elevated part of the building, topped by
unexpected views of surfaces below. If
the project may be considered brilliant
thus far, here begins an aspect that is
somewhat doubtful. The urban gesture
of the design is strong: the station and
the square cannot be more central in
the structure, but this centre, as Nawara
claims, a place of potential events and
Krakow's new public space’, is not where
one enters the building. To access it, one
must go to the tip of the site and descend
a modest staircase to the underground
entry hall, which connects the station to
one of the legs of the new building that
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contains vertical communication to the
top exhibition floor. Call it a mistake or
a deliberate decision, this regardless
poses a question about how far we can
go in architecture with a Kantor-like
perversion of reality. So far that we de-
tach the perfectly good square in front
of (or rather within) the outllding from its
entrance, and the exhibitions from the
programme's other parts? «

CRICOTEKA, 2010 - 2014
Archtect Nizia Biurc Architekt
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Tactical social housing, Nantes

The white, gridded tower imagined by Antonini + Darmon makes
an admirable step in developing a former industrial site.

1 FRANCE TEXT. ANNA Y NA PHOTOGRA

‘We are too young to have a signature
style,” says Laetitia Antonini of Paris-
based office Antonini + Darmon. ‘We take
our cues from the elements of the con-
text and reinterpret them with an up-to-
date approach,” explains Tom Darmon
The two partners describe their work as
‘exploring the fundamentals’ to design
‘endemic buildings’, the ones that could
exist nowhere but in this particular place.

The Isle of Nantes, where Antonini
+ Darmon have just completed a social
housing project, is a particular place
indeed. One of France’s oldest harbour
cities, Nantes has gone through a period
of economic decline towards the end of
the past century. With the commercial
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harbour relocated to Saint-Nazaire and
the shipyards closed down, the city re-
invented its raison détre by shifting to-
wards innovation-based industries and
undertaking large-scale urban renewal
Toaccommodate the growing population
yet avoid sprawl, the city has adopted the
strategy of densifying, repurposing and
reconnecting its different areas within
the existing boundaries. Former indus-
trial sites are getting reintegrated into
the urban fabric. Once the epicentre of
harbour and shipbuilding activities, the
Isle of Nantes saw a couple of miserable
decades as a 350-hectare brownfield
in the heart of the city. The redevelop-
ment plan that has gestated throughout

the 1990s puts 1t back on the city map
as the nucleus of the urban community
The Hexible, evolution-friendly proposal
by Alexandre Chemetoff envisioned a vi-
brant amalgam of residential, commer-
cial, educational and cultural projects
within an urban grid shaped by the ar-
ea’s industrial past. Abandoned facilities
take on new functions, such as the incu
bator for biotechnological companies,
or the Hangar a Bananes, an immensely
popular cluster of restaurants, bars and
nightclubs. Foundations of industri-
al buildings, crane rails, the shipyard’s
surface plate (now hosting a solarium)
- everything is considered as heritage in
quest of new uses
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The Praine-au-Duc eco-district where
Antonimi + Darmon's contribution s
among the first newly constructed
buildings represents the current phase
of the Isle of Nantes revival. The scheme
occupies some eighteen hectares of the
island’s western end facing the historic
part of the city. Central to the project is
a large contemporary park surrounded
by five mixed-use urban blocks. The ab-
sence of constraints was the biggest chal-
lenge, says Darmon: ‘Used to Paris with its
extremely limited spaces and hixed outer
envelopes, in Nantes we had to deal with
acleansheet. T he projectcould be placed
anywhere within the plot.” At the time of
the competition, little was known about
the new buildings that would emerge
in the area. Only the school designed
by Bruno Mader was already complete,
and its wood-clad exterior and vegetat
ed topographic roof has provided some
catchwords for an architectural dialogue

As the urban plan prescribed the com-
bination of a low-rise ‘plinth’ for a human-
scale streetscape with a compact »
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! Clad with wooden laths. the low-rise plinth wraps the tower’s base and lends contrast to the whole
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Nantes is France's 6th-largest city
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impressionist solution; its undulating
roof forms a hfth facade that jazzes up
the Hat landscape and nods towards
the neighbour while concealing the car
park and the ventilation system. Open
to the street on all four sides, the plinth
integrates a restaurant and six individ
ual houses: three of them are entered
directly from the street and have their
living rooms looking into patios, while
three others boast front gardens acting

Pushed towards the plinth's fourth

screened with solid infill or perforat
ed panels, either fixed or sliding. This
arrangement merges functional and
aesthetic purposes: opaque panelling
conceals storage spaces, drying linen,
etc., and ensures weather protection
and privacy - all of this without turning
balconies into ugly sights cluttered with
stuff or closed off with reed screens
Additionally, the sloping roof incorpo
rates solar panels; its well-calibrated
slash completes a sober, elegant design
that stands out without showing off. «

Deadline for the competition: 01.02-02.06.2013
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